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Student body to highlight placement issues at IIT-B 

Hindustan Times (Mumbai) 

MUMBAI: After the placement season at IIT-Bombay, there are rumblings among the students and the alumni 

criticising the process.  

As students comprise a major chunk of the placement committee, students feel there could be a potential misuse 

of power.  

The institute’s student media body, Insight, has initiated a survey to find out the problems faced by students 

during the placement.  

According to Chirag Chaddha, chief editor of Insight and a dual degree student at IIT-B, the survey seeks to 

explore only the potential abuse of power by students involved in the placement process.  

“The placement committee has students and there are chances of conflict of interest. There is no concrete proof, 

but we are exploring the possibilities,” said Chaddha.  

A survey form has been forwarded to more than 800 final year students who appeared for placement process in 

December last year. “The Insight team will analyse the data in the next 15 days,” said Chaddha.  

Students in the placement committee having access to other students’ job application forms and resumes are a 

major concern. The team has viewership and editing rights for resumes, statements of purpose and other 

application specifics with placement managers having the maximum access.  

“The committee members have access to all our resumes and can edit them without anyone even noticing,” said 

a final year student.  

There were complaints about resumes not reaching the right companies. This led to a lot of confusion and issues 

during interviews, students said. The complaints are not new.  

In 2013, an article on placement committee gave solutions for making the process more transparent. Some of 

the suggestions were that the portal design should disallow viewership of all documents submitted by students 

and that resume verification be done offline.  

The idea of an honour code, which must be signed by every team member of the placement office, was also 

floated. However, students said none of the suggestion has been followed.  

The survey, however, has left students and professors involved in the placement drive disgruntled. “The 

placement process is extremely tough, competitive and requires meticulous detailing. The team is handpicked 

after exhaustive rounds of interviews and ethics remains the top most criteria for selection. The survey will only 

lead to negativity on campus,” said Moha Mehta, placement manager for BTech students.  
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Rs. 1,200 cr scheme, 5,000 students, but no DU seat 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/greatcareers/rs-1-200-cr-scheme-5-000-students-but-no-du-seat/article1-

1309091.aspx 

Is the ministry of human resource development unaware of the plight of hundreds of talented students, many of 

them toppers, from Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), selected for the Prime Minister’s Special Scholarship Scheme 

(PMSSS)? The students were promised admission in prestigious institutes around the country (see HT 

Education’s story dated Nov 5, 2014) but when questioned in Parliament in the Lok Sabha in its last winter 

session as to why any scholarship-winning student had not been admitted to Delhi University (DU) colleges, the 

MHRD responded that it had no data. 

Gopalakrishnan Chinnaraj, an AIADMK MP, had questioned Smriti Irani, HRD minister, in Parliament on DU 

colleges not admitting a single student under the PMSSS and wanted to know why this had not been done. The 

MHRD then sent a mail to the University Grants Commission (UGC) “to furnish the reply in soft copy to the 

ministry immediately.” UGC wrote to the dean of colleges and registrar, DU, and all the affiliated DU colleges 

to “send the reply to MHRD directly through fax/email under the intimation of this office (UGC).” 

 

Irani’s response in Parliament to Chinnaraj’s question finally was that “the University of Delhi has reported that 

the Prime Minister’s special scholarship scheme has not been dealt by the University. However, college related 

information, if any, is not available/maintained in a consolidated manner by the University.”   

A UGC source told this correspondent, “41 DU colleges, asked by UGC to furnish information on PMSSS 

admissions, informed the MHRD, UGC and DU that they had not admitted any such student. A majority of 

colleges wrote that they were not aware of any such scheme.”  

http://www.hindustantimes.com/greatcareers/rs-1-200-cr-scheme-5-000-students-but-no-du-seat/article1-1309091.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/greatcareers/rs-1-200-cr-scheme-5-000-students-but-no-du-seat/article1-1309091.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/greatcareers/rs-1-200-cr-scheme-5-000-students-but-no-du-seat/article1-1309091.aspx
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“It would have been embarrassing for the HRD minister to admit in Parliament that PMSSS had not been 

implemented in DU colleges even though it runs under the aegis of the Prime Minister of India and is 

supervised by an inter-ministerial committee chaired by secretary, higher education, with top representatives of 

various other ministries. So the minister (HRD) said that the ministry did not have the ‘complete data’,” adds 

the source.  

AICTE, the PMSSS implementing body, has confirmed that no DU college has reported to it for any grants 

against the admission of J-K students, which itself indicates that no college has admitted any scholarship winner 

from J-K. 

“AICTE wrote several times to the UGC asking for help to get the students admitted to various colleges. Even 

Jaspal Singh Sandhu, secretary, UGC, wrote quite a few times to the vice chancellor, Delhi University, 

requesting him to look into the matter but there was no response. Till today, DU has not issued any direction to 

any college about the matter. Colleges affiliated to DU only take instructions from the University,” says a DU 

college principal. 

Major changes were incorporated in PMSSS, which was launched in 2011, after AICTE realised that private 

universities were, out of greed, luring hundreds of J-K students to access as much of the government’s grant as 

possible. So, in September 2014, AICTE held counselling sessions and allotted colleges to students.  

AICTE issued letters to the students asking them to join colleges they were qualified to join. DU institutes, 

which were not under AICTE regulatory purview, however, refused to admit the students and they had to make 

innumerable rounds of the colleges, and offices of the DU VC, UGC, AICTE and MHRD – but they were all 

turned away. 
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Computer spoilt students' research capabilities, expert says 

M Ramya,TNN | Jan 21, 2015, 02.22 PM IST 

CHENNAI: Former deputy director of Indian Institute of Science (IISc, Bangalore) A Sridharan on Wednesday called upon 

students to spend more time in labs than in front of computers.  

 

Speaking as the chief guest at the sixth International Geotechnical Symposium at IIT-Madras, Sridharan said students 

should at least know the qualitative behaviour of the materials they are working on.  

 

"You [students] should at least know the qualitative behaviour of soil and other materials. For that lab work must 

continue. Otherwise, you will be spending time on parametric computer generated figures without knowing their 

properties," he said.  

 

"In some ways, the computer has spoilt our research capabilities. I don't say you should not spend time before 

computers. But you should spend only around 20% of your time in front of computers," he said.  

 

Dean of academic courses at IIT-Madras K Ramamurthy inaugurated the symposium, which is organized by IIT-M in 

partnership with the Indian Geotechnical Society. The theme of the two-day event is 'Disaster Mitigation in Special 

Geoenvironmental Conditions.'  

 

A talk on geotechnical hazards evaluation for the nuclear power plant in Japan by Makato Takao of the Tokyo Electric 

Power Company is one of the highlights of the event.  

 

The symposium will also have a special session on landslides where leading experts from various countries will present 

their research outcomes and case studies. 

HRD Minister to launch online programmes by IIM, IITs from 

2015 

http://www.prepsure.com/news/hrd-minister-to-launch-online-programmes-by-iim-iits-from-2015/ 

The Human Resource Development (HRD) Minister Ms Smriti Irani, will launch online free programmes 

through Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) and the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) in 2015. 

Candidates will receive online lectures from IIT and IIM professors with the charge of minimal fee for 

certification of the online programmes. For SC, ST and challenged candidates the programme would be offered 

absolutely free of cost. 

The IITs and IIMs are planning to launch the Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) soon with the support of 

government’s Swayam Bharat program. 

During the budget, Rs 100 crore was allotted for the online education for MOOCs as well as virtual classrooms. 

Several IITs and IIMs are collaborating with international institutes, government as well as the HRD ministry to 

deliver MOOCs. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-M-Ramya.cms
http://www.prepsure.com/news/hrd-minister-to-launch-online-programmes-by-iim-iits-from-2015/
http://www.prepsure.com/mba/iim-admissions-2015-17-proposed-iims-to-shortlist-candidates-before-cap-2015/
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In the year 2013, IIT-B had collaborated with Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and Harvard to 

launch Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs). 

IIT Bombay has developed and deployed training programs, engaging thousands of participants at a time using 

Information and Communication Technologies. 
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IIT-M students unhappy with CCTV cameras 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/iitm-students-unhappy-with-cctv-

cameras/article6810122.ece 

Allege invasion of privacy in hostels after classes; officials cite security reasons 

Indian Institute of Technology-Madras (IIT-M) has started installing closed circuit television (CCTV) cameras 

in its hostels and premises. 

On Wednesday, they began with Sharavati Hostel. IIT-M officials have said the CCTV cameras will be installed 

in public spaces and the feed will be accessed by the security officer in his office. 

The move has not gone down well with a group of students who have written to the authorities fearing invasion 

of privacy. 

Sources said the students and hostel wardens were notified of the CCTV installation through a mail on Tuesday. 

Some of the cameras have come up right outside rooms in the hostel corridors. 

According to Sivakumar Srinivasan, dean of students, the decision to install the cameras has been taken with the 

consent of hostel wardens and the student body general secretary. 

“It is about security and not moral policing. We will post instructions on surveillance. The records will be with 

the security officers and used if necessary,” he said. 

Director Bhaskar Ramamoorthi said the move is in the wake of repeated complaints of thefts. 

“Students leave the doors to their rooms open and then complain bitterly of theft when their laptops and mobile 

phones go missing. We are installing a minimum number of cameras as of now,” he said. 

However, a few students and professors, requesting anonymity, said there was much opposition to the CCTV 

idea when it was first mooted last year. 

“When the CCTV issue came up at a meeting last year, a sizeable number of students opposed it, as they did not 

want constant monitoring of what they were doing in the hostels. The rooms are supposed to provide privacy, as 

a living quarter, after classes. But this time, the mail came suddenly and now, the cameras have been installed,” 

a source said. 

At a meeting of the student body on Wednesday, a number of students voiced their opposition to installing the 

cameras. 

IIT-M officials said further discussions will be held with students to reassure them there will be no infringement 

of their privacy. 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/iitm-students-unhappy-with-cctv-cameras/article6810122.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/iitm-students-unhappy-with-cctv-cameras/article6810122.ece

